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January, 2021 

The Scratching Post 
OSHA-10 Training Offered During OEF 

by David Selves 

The school’s partnership with WNCC made the OSHA-10 training at Banner 

County possible. OSHA is an acronym for Occupational Safety and Health Admin-

istration. This was great for students looking for employment or internships to put 

on their resumes. OSHA’s 10-hour training is intended for workers in construction 

and general industry. While OSHA training is voluntary, some employers require 

you to have an OSHA-10 card before you begin working. 

Two students took part in the OSHA training program that was available on 

several OEF days: Alex Rundell and Jacob Parsons. In an interview about the pro-

gram, Alex Rundell stated, “It was a really good experience. It was really long and 

tiring, but not as long as it could have been. Our instructor said that usually it lasts 

for a full day or two, but they split it up into three, four hour days. I think it was a 

really good experience because now that I have my OSHA training, I can use that 

on job applications in the future. It will give me a head start towards my future ca-

reer. I’m also glad I took it now because the school paid for it, otherwise it would 

have cost me $60.” 

Acquiring an OSHA-10 DOL (Department of Labor) card shows employers 

that you have completed 10 hours of OSHA-authorized training on critical work-

place safety topics. Entry-level workers with this card have industry-specific 

knowledge and skills that help prevent injuries and keep workplaces safe and pro-

ductive. After completing the training, Jacob 

Parsons said, ”I learned a lot of safety tips 

that I didn’t know before, like ladder safety, 

and don’t stand on chairs. Simple stuff, but 

they are all important, and I’m a safer person 

now.” 
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 The minds behind Wildcat Cutting and Design, a 

new business at BCS, are none other than Bill and Kari 

Gifford. For Mr. Gifford’s side of the business, he teaches 

students the manufacturing aspects of the business. This 

includes using a Plasma Cutter - a powerful laser - to melt 

through sheet metal in any design that has been created 

on the computer. Mrs. Gifford’s students are in charge of the marketing 

of these projects so they learn how to collaborate with their customers. 

It takes both classes for the business to be successful. 

Students are asked to sell these items at a fair price based on the 

material, time, and size required to make these projects. The sizes of the 

projects can vary from 4 square feet to 12 square inches or smaller. This 

all depends on the design the customer chooses. On top of getting the 

size you want, you can also have a custom design that you wish to be 

made by the students. Such as a sign with your family’s name on it or a 

giant bigfoot cutout. Now, one thing to consider before ordering your 

design and size is that a smaller size and more detailed design could 

lead to a loss of detail in the final product; so think BIG.  

 Now the next question is, “How do I order?” Well, all you have to 

do is go to the school website, www.bcswildcats.org. Next, scroll down 

to where it says “Plasma Cutter Catalog” and click the link. You will be 

required to enter your email address to view the catalog. If you have a 

custom order idea, this next portion is where you would describe it. Oth-

erwise, there is a next button that leads you to the premade catalog to 

choose from.  Finally, to close the order, you will need to submit your 

name, email address, and phone number. Payment is collected upon 

completion. For any payment questions, please contact Kari Gifford. If 

you want to “steel” the attention of guests at your home or business, 

consider purchasing from Wildcat Cutting and Design.  

New Business Cutting In Line  

By Wyatt Onstott 

Bigfoot has escaped! Can you find him hiding in 

this month’s edition of The Scratching Post? 

http://www.bcswildcats.org
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Speech Students Pick Things Up From Last Year’s Unfinished Season 
by Kairyn Miller 

 The speech season has begun and participants are eager to start competitions. Competitors Haddie 

Grubbs, Mycala Jones, Macee McConkey, Kairyn Miller, Riann Morton, and David Selves are working hard at 

practicing to perfect their speeches. Led by Mr. Caudillo (Mr. C), these wildcats had their first meet on Janu-

ary 16th.  

 Now you may be thinking that Speech sounds quite boring. After all, who would like to listen to 

hours of speeches about subjects they don’t find interesting. However, Speech offers quite a different experi-

ence. In many competitions, acting out a speech is similar to performing a short play. In other instances, 

competitors write their own speeches ranging from information on an interesting topic to a short perfor-

mance for the audience. In addition to this, each participant has different interests. This leads to a large vari-

ety of subject matter for each speech. Speeches can range from a comedy about the boredom of a teenage 

girl, to a drama about the grief and guilt of a babysitter, to an informational speech about horses. It’s not 

only a joy to perform, but it's also enjoyable to watch. I often  leave hoping I could’ve seen more perfor-

mances. 

 The Speech meet itself isn’t the only interesting part of speech competitions. “I like hanging out with 

people and going to Dairy Queen after competition,” says Riann. Speech includes working together on im-

proving speeches in practice as well as getting some critique from the other participants. This can lead to a 

lot of discussions and jokes with each other. In addition, after competitions the team likes to go out and get 

ice cream together to celebrate getting through and trying their best even if no one won a medal. The envi-

ronment of Speech is normally quite friendly and enjoyable. 

 However, you may be curious how the competitions will change due to COVID. Since so many people 

will be in small rooms at a time, people must wear masks at all times. Guests won't be able to watch the per-

formances and performers may even have to keep their masks on during the speech. Although it's not a lot 

of restrictions, some of our Wildcats will be sad they’re unable to invite friends and family or watch each oth-

er's performances. Some competitions may be completely virtual. 

 Nevertheless, the show must go on and the Speech team seems to be working hard to reach their 

goals for the season. David says, “I want to improve and make my friends and family proud.” The Speech 

team is nervous and excited for their upcoming competitions. The amount of competitions our Wildcats will 

participate in is still unknown; however, we wish the Speech team the best of luck at each and every compe-

tition they attend. “Break a leg!”  
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FFA Students Hard At Work 
By Kariyn Miller 

The FFA season has begun and already on its way towards compe-

titions. This year there are 19 wildcats who are members of FFA. These 19 

wildcats consist of students from each high school grade.  

With the new year there comes a few challenges too. All competi-

tions will be held virtually instead of in person. With the spoken competi-

tion, not much has changed. However, there are many differences in how 

the other competitions will be done. “In a normal year, our Career Development Events or CDEs are 

very heavy with hands-on activities and personal interaction with judges.  Now, there are no hands-

on, and everything is presented online.  I really miss the face to face CDEs and so do the mem-

bers.  There really is a lot that we miss out on by going virtually.  The State Convention will also be 

virtual this year which is really hard for me because we all enjoy the state convention in Lincoln,” 

says FFA Advisor, Bill Gifford. 

 Despite the changes and challenges, the team carries on. They’ve already competed in com-

petitions such as speaking, welding, floriculture, and livestock management. In February, they will 

compete in Ag Mechanics, Vet Science, and maybe Farm and Ranch Management. While in March, 

the wildcats will compete in: Livestock Judging, Meats Judging, Agronomy, and Agriscience. The 

group will continue to meet once a month to discuss upcoming events. The FFA members are 

working hard as they complete their personal goals for the season and do their best despite the 

setbacks. Good luck to the FFA Wildcats! Go Big Blue! 
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Senior Spotlight 
            By: Riann Morton 

This month’s senior spotlight features Cheyanne Knisley, a senior who strives 

for the best. Described as caring, thoughtful, and nice, Cheyanne is looking 

towards the future. 

 

Q: What extracurricular activities do you participate in? 

A: Cross Country and Basketball. 

Q: What are your goals for this year? 

A: To graduate and get good grades. 

Q: What are your plans for after high school?  

A: I’m thinking about going to college for cosmetology. 

Q: What is one of your favorite classes and why? 

A: English because I like Mr. Monty and he encourages me to try my best.  

Q: What’s one piece of advice you would give to younger students? 

A: Work hard at everything you do. Make sure you push yourself to your limit 

and do the best you can.  

Coding is the Way to the Future 
By Riann Morton 

Have you ever wanted to program and make an app before? Maybe even program a high 

tech premade robot? If so, computer science is the class for you! Computer science is a fun and 

activity filled class that never has a dull moment. In this class, students learn how to program an 

app using the MIT app inventor which utilizes a type of block coding. This coding is similar to 

what was seen in the robotics class article in the December newspaper. Students learned how to 

use the MIT app inventor by making apps such as whack-a-mole, fortune teller, and survey gener-

ator. The next phase of coding would be to learn the coding language, Python. Python is a text 

based programming language, and you must type out the exact action you would like it to do 

step-by-step. This is drastically different from block coding since 

with block coding, you just drag a piece of code and place it in a 

sequence.  

This semester, the students are learning how to program 

robots using their previously learned coding skills. They hope to 

eventually progress enough to use Python coding by the end of 

the semester. This is important because Python is the most mod-

ern form of programming language and is used in almost every 

computer, cellphone, or device that requires a form of coding. 

Coding is leading a way into the future and computer science 

class is here to teach it.  
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Junior High Basketball is Taking to the Court 

By David Selves 

 The girls junior high basketball team has been in season since mid-November and they have made 

tremendous progress. Coach Jones hopes to continue improving and competing each day. Coach Jones 

also stated, “The girls are working very hard to improve and get better each day, and they have done a 

good job of adapting to the information that they have been exposed to.” For being a young team, the 

girls have many strengths. This includes movement on the court and moving the ball quickly. While the 

team has their strengths, they also have areas that 

they can improve on. The team is working on their 

shooting form and boxing out skills.  

 A goal amongst the girls is to work better 

as a team by improving communication. Individual 

goals include winning more games, improving ball 

handling skills, break away layup form, rebounding, 

and building confidence. With the experience they 

will gain from junior high basketball, the girls will 

have the skills needed to dominate the court when 

they progress to high school athletics. We wish the 

Wildcats good luck for their remaining basketball 

season. 

The Beginnings of a Great Team 

By Wyatt Onstott 

 The boys are running faster and harder. They are trying their best to score by shooting. What? Did 

you think this article was about the high school basketball team again. Nope, this article is about this 

year’s  junior high boys team. The junior high boys basketball team has exceeded Coach Avila's expectations 

for this season. Strong points for this young team include playing hard and a great defense. One obstacle 

that will take time to overcome is the height disadvantage. Otherwise, areas the boys and Coach Avila wish 

to improve upon include getting more experience 

and knowledge of the game. The goals Coach Avila 

has set  for the team are to improve with every 

game, to out-work the other team regardless of the 

score, and to play the game the right way.   Our 

Wildcats haven’t had as much practice under their 

belts as other schools due to having a wrestling 

season that overlaps with the basketball season. 

Even still, our Wildcats have made huge improve-

ments and we look forward to seeing what the fu-

ture holds for them. 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
January 11, 2021 
 
Awards and Recognitions  
President Johnson commended the following students and staff: 

-6th Grade student entrepreneurs: Kody Carpenter, Kelani Cross, Lydia Grant, Kohl Krakow, Leeigh McGow-
an, Emily Montelongo, Andrew Smith and Mrs. Kari Gifford for a successful Extravaganza. 
- Band soloists and duets who performed with Mrs. Wounded Arrow during the Entrepreneur Extravaganza. 
-Students of the Month: Kambrie Loutzenhiser, Riley Jones, and Isaac Olsen. 

Annual Reorganization of the BOE 
Newly elected board members, Megan Allen and Laura Baker took the Oath of Office. 
Ron Johnson was nominated for board president. Motion by B. Jeffries and second by D. Olsen. 
Douglas Olsen was nominated for board vice-president. Motion by B. Jeffries and second by J. Knaub. 
Bret Jeffries was nominated for treasurer. Motion by D. Olsen and  second by J. Knaub. 
Approve the Negotiated Agreement for 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 with the Banner County Education Associa-
tion as presented. Passed with a motion by Douglas Olsen and a second by Bret Jeffries. 
Motion to replace heater unit for offices received from Independent Plumbing & Heating - $10,330.00. Passed 
with a motion by Bret Jeffries and a second by Douglas Olsen. 
                                Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

Face-to-Face Classes Continue for BCS Wildcats! 
A recent report from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) seems to support what we have 
experienced at BCS since school opened for face-to-face instruction on August 17th with strict COVID-19 pro-
tocols in place, including masking, social distancing, and hand washing/disinfecting.  The study, based on 17 
K-12 school districts in Wisconsin, reported only 3.7% of all posi-
tive cases among students and staff were linked to in-school 
spread. To the best of our knowledge and according to contract 
tracing completed through the Panhandle Public Health Depart-
ment (PPHD), 0% of the student and staff COVID positive cases at 
BCS since August could be linked to in-school transmission. Our 
students and staff continue to do a tremendous job at adhering 
to our safety protocols, which align with Nebraska’s “Do Right, 
Right Now” campaign (https://dorightrightnow.org/). 
 
This CDC report presents another piece of supporting evidence 
that school (with appropriate precautions in place) may be the 
safest place to spend time during a pandemic. Students benefit 
from learning in the classroom with a highly qualified teacher 
and parents benefit from being free to pursue work, training, 
and other family and care-giver activities. Did I mention? We 
LOVE having our Wildcats in school! 
The entire CDC report can be accessed here: https://

www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7004e3.htm 



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 

FEBRUARY 2021 


